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Currently Designated
Irish Continental Shelf

The continental shelf is the extension of a states territorial waters where the 
natural prolongation of its land territory to the outer edge of the continental 
margin is beyond 200 nautical miles from the coastal baseline. The coastal state 
exercises over the continental shelf sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring 
it and exploiting its natural resources, subject to the provisions of Part VI of the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, available at 
http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/part6.htm.


